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A REPORT OF THE
MEETINGS OF THE
REFEREES BOARD OF
FILM100 FESTIVAL

HOW DID THE

REFEREES JUDGE
THE WORKS OF 100?

The board of the referees of the ninth
international festival of film-100 met in the
Shahr-i-Ghesseh Hall of Azadi Cinema;
Siyyid Mehdi Tabatabainejad, Art manager
of the festival, Husayn Jahan Biglari,
Amir Muhammad Dehestani, and Hadi
Mughaddamdust were present in this meeting.
At the very beginning, Tabatabinejad said,
“The referees in this festival did not consider
which work belonged to which institution,
and mostly they paid attention to the quality
of the works. Nobody should let this thought
occurs to one’s mind that since the Art Area
held the festival, logically most works of the
competition section should have been related
to the artistic field.”

He added, “94 films entered the competition,
107 films were performed in the non-
competitive section and one session was
allotted to the international part of the festival.
We had to prepare three packages for the
competitive section. Moreover, we were
supposed to judge the films. Due to that, just
to facilitate the job, we requested the guest
experts and the central office of festival to
watch the films so that 1513 films could be
critically seen; in addition to that we specified
enough time for the film-maker to write and
send their objections to the festival.”

In response to the objection to those chosen
for Selection Board, he explained that, “I
have complete résumés for all members
of the Selection Board. Moreover, one of
the problems of the Selection Board was
choosing some experts and we did that with
pinpoint precision.”

Tabatabainejad pointed out that, “Creditable
festivals of the world in no way have selection
board; since they believe that the opinion

WY 4&%&&’5’;&“’“3 J 0000303

of the guest selection board is absolutely
different from that of selection board of the
executive office. Therefore, the observation
of the Selection Board in the festival of the
current year was much more precise to select
the best ones.”

Tabatabainejad continued, “Just three films
may have been accepted to the competitive
section of Festival due to their themes.
I remind again that 94 films were in the
competitive section and 108 films in the non-
competitive section; moreover, the permanent
slogan of the festival was chosen ethics.”

In response to this question as why the
youth were not appointed as referees, the
art secretary of the festival said, “Last year
there was a limitation of 35 years of age. But,
the limitation was abrogated this year, and
moreover the radio and mobile productions
have been left out. If we had considered the
age in this year, we had to appoint the young
referees; but there was nothing about it in the
rules of this year.”

In the same meeting, Hadi Mughaddamdust
talked about his judgement criteria; he
observed, “In this festival, I paid attention
to three elements and the scores were given
to them. First of all the contents to convey;
the other endeavors to present and convey
the concept and finally the creativity and
innovation.” He added, “In 100-second
film we are supposed to convey a theme
considering the duration in cinema and that
is the meaning. Unfortunately, in the recent
years, there have been amixing of the technical
value of the film with the explanatory, content
and creativity values; and that is not proper at
all. Because, my point of the view is this that
the film should be impressive and the fluency

should be felt in explaining it.”
Mughaddamdust also observed, “No concept
is inherently superficial, unless we behold it
superficially. The concept may be profound.
If there is a value concept in a film it does
not mean it is superficial; but rather it is the
meaning of love that has been reflected in it.”
He pointed out that, “If I granted points to
a film with value concept, there is no doubt
that there had been a combination of proper
explanation and appropriate creativity as well.
So, it should be mentioned that value concept
does not necessarily mean superficiality.”
Then it was Jahan Biglari’s turn to make a
speech. He observed, “During the nine years
of holding the festival, we have reached
some high stages regarding the promotion
of quality level of works and the ability of
the film-makers to bring the concepts in the
cinematic structure; and we are proud of it.”
He continued, “The most difficult job in
the cinema field is creating the 100-second
short films. I have to remind all that such
institutions as TV and Radio Organization
that have the necessary potentialities, should
broadcast these works; this takes place all
over the world, but has not been realized in
our country yet.”

Amir Muhammad Dehestani, another chosen
referee said, “In the main judgment, where
we consider somebody as referee, the main
point is how to please the audience. Of course
it is possible that this pleaser does not have
the positive form, although most technics we
choose are along the same feeling. I believe
that there was no significant difference
between the works that gained the prizes and
those that did not, as lots of the works were
not pleasing.”
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some filmmakers and artists of Bushehr Art Area.
ujtaba Raei spoke about the quality of the films
screened in the 100-Second Film Festival and
said, “The role has a profound impression on the
audience and due to than we should master over
all parts of an idea.” He added, “We sometimes
are able to extract a subject from the core of a
reality; we should be therefore able to respond
why we have chosen the subject.”

Raei continued, “The reality we choose should be
well-researched. Elegance and the creativity are
also of good impact. In some of the works we see
good technics, but they are void of spirit and due
to that we do not get deep impressions thereof.”
This film-maker also observed, ‘“Primarily, we
should be aware which part of the constituents
is more significant; and also we should keep in
mind that the importance of the constituents are
proved by the creative idea of ours.” Describing
cinema as grandiloquence art, he said: “Every and
each part of the film has its own importance and
should be crystal clear.” Explaining the necessity
of the mental discipline in the entire film-making
process, he specified, “Any idea, whatsoever,
which has impressed us will have impression on
the audience. Film is a phenomenon that requires
wisdom in all parts. When there is the film-
making wisdom, all events are contained in the
same domain of the film; film-maker should have
mental maturity as well.”

Furthermore, Raei indicated the importance of the
study in this field and said, “We should read the
history of cinema and advance with it. We should
read with more interest some of the cinema text;
we should assess ourselves to see if we observe
the ethical codes, if we have literary talent, if we
are familiar with music as knowledge of rthythm
and feeling the rhythms in scenario so that we
may create a scenario considering the feelings of
the audience.”

;

A glance at the performance of 100-Second-Film in subway;

Cinema in the urban wagons

The eighth course of 100-Second-Film
Festival will be held this year. The works
performed in the Festival consist of a
host of the films, created in 100 seconds
with various themes, but the main point
in all of them is ethics. Naturally, this
exceptionality, that is the short time of
100 seconds, can have both positive and
negative points.

Negative point is this that it is very
difficult to convince the audience to
come to the theaters of cinemas and
cultural centers or any other venue
where screening the films is possible,
just to watch a 100-second film; but this
seemingly negative point can be utilized
as a strength in the festival.

First of all, through juxtaposing lots of
this kind of films and screening them
in one course, it is possible to prepare
a feature film with a variety of themes.
In this case, the addressee who comes
to see the film in the cinema will not
get exhausted and also will refrain from
leaving the cinema.

Another advantage of 100-second film s
this that, considering the short duration
of them and the brevity of stories and
the message they contain, it is possible
to take the film to the addressee instead
of attracting him or her to the cinema.
Through extending the urbanization culture
and expanding the subway lines and bus
system, nowadays, the people spend, or
rather waste, lots of their time and life
inside the buses and subways wagons.
This happens several times, even in short
periods of time, during the day which
altogether may amount to several hours;
but nobody can have a plan to make use
of these concealed times, as they will
need some instruments to watch films
or musical performances; reading books
or newspapers is not easily possible due
to these public vehicle thronged with
commuters.

Meanwhile, there are some facilities
such as TV receivers installed in the
streets and bus stops, or the performance
boards and monitors in the subway
stations, which are the only entertaining

instruments seeable by the commuters
to please the eyes.

The only thing to do by the subway
commuters who are waiting in the
stations or aboard the wagons, is
watching these monitors. Now,
considering the short duration of these
100-second films, and especially their
focus on the ethics and urban life, the
street TVs and monitors are the best
place to screen them; since according
the advertising principles and also
impressiveness of the words and
messages which are so short, they will
have profound impression upon the
people who watch them.

Some chosen 100-second movies
will be screened this year in the urban
TVs and subway lines; but it should
be kept in mind that the films to be
shown should be of high dramatic art
and visual attraction in addition to the
ethical message; it should be mentioned
that the best 100-second film festival
are to be shown on TVs.

To find out what will be the reaction of
the people to the performance of these
films, we entered the subway wagons. It
was remarkable that there was no special
age group interested in these films; we
could see some people from 17 to 62
years old watching them eagerly. Some
commuters, who commute everyday
in subway wagons, could clearly
remember what film would be shown
after which one. An old lady, sitting
beside a young girl, was explaining to
her what the films were about and what
was the purpose of showing them. A
small boy, sitting on his mother’s lap,
asked her about the name of a certain
film; why that boy lent his pencil to his
classmate, etc. a gentleman commented
that there was an advancement in
wagons, so that they show the films
on the wagons and they would not get
bored up to their destination. Anyway,
propaganda to make such festivals
know has an effective role and the
promotions in the subway had the most
impressions.
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BEGINNING IN BUSHEHR,

SCREENING IN TEHRAN

Inauguration

The very first day of Film-100 Festival
came to an end and the festival films were
performed in various parts of the festival.
There were, however, other programs,
including workshops, among the parts of
the first day program. You may read in the
following lines whatever took place on the
first days.

Bushehr as the Host of the Festival

The inauguration ceremonies of
the 100-second film Festival were held
in Bushehr. The official ceremonies of
inauguration of the ninth course of the
international 100-second Film Festival was
held at 3 p.m., on Wednesday 26 February
2014 (7 Esfand, 1392) in Bahman Cinema in
the Southern city of Bushehr.
Muhammad Mihdi Tabatabainejad, the art
secretary of the Festival; Siyyid Muhammad
Husayn Siyyidzadeh, director of Art Area of
Bushehr; Farid Farkhondehkish, manager
of the productions of Sureh Cinematic
Development  Organization; and Hadi
Mughaddamdust, film-maker and one of the
referees of the Festival, and some interested
and other participants attended the ceremonies.
The report says that Tabatabainejad, the art
secretary and Siyyidzadeh, director of Art
Area of Bushehr made speeches.
Music performance, honoring the film-
makers of Bushehr whose films were accepted
in the ninth International film-100 Festival,
appreciation of Karim Faeghi, director of the
film “Marva”, produced in Cinematic Center
of Bushehr Province were other programs of
the inauguration ceremonies of this Festival.
The Film “Marva” was considered to be
shown specially for the participants of the
closing ceremonies.

Screening in Tehran

The Festival, however, actually started
its work at 2 p.m. yesterday in Tehran, Pardis’s
Azadi Cinema, with screening 31 films in the

National Cinema section and continued with
2 separate sessions where 31 and 32 films
were screened.

Likewise, the Art City Hall was the venue of
professional meeting at 7 p.m. about how to
present short film and marketing where Vahid
Vahed, director of the Cultural Institute of
CineWest Australia was supposed to attend.
The last session was allocated to the screening
of the international films section.

Glorious Acceptance the Festival

receive on the first day
Attraction to the 100-Second Film Festival
was so great that lots of the interested people
were sitting on the ground.
In the first session of screening the films in
the Festival, certain films were performed
including “My Mother in the Wind”
directed by Reza Muhammadi, “Remission”
directed by Nima Qahanuri, “Silence Voice
of Halabcheh” directed by Iraj Kianian,
“Nawruz” directed by Javad Abdi, “Voice
of the Road” directed by Barzhan Rustami,
“ Being Papilio ” (Parvanegi) directed
by Muhammad Nabavi, “Street Angels”
directed by Muhammad Rustami, “Mother
Country” directed by Muhammad Ali
Shahamzehi, “One Moment” directed by
Yousef Yazdani, “Pink Ascension” directed
by Nasrin Qashqa’ee, “Ball” directed by
Mohsen Akbari, “Hana” directed by Husayn
Zirak, “Prevention from becoming a problem
at the very beginning” (Persian proverb of
“Cat-killing at Bridal Chamber”) directed by
Paymon Sharifi, “Definite Moment” directed
by Hamed Baghaiyan.
The films of the ninth course of 100-Second
Film Festival were of high quality and it was
proved by the interested people who were
sitting on the ground, and some standing at
the door watching them. There were some
guides who would guide the guests.
100-Film Festival teaser would be shown
between films and most films were applauded
by the interested people.

Second Session

The second session of 100-second
films was accepted by lots of people like the
first one with the difference of the doors being
closed due to thronged people.
Certain films were screened in the second
session including the following ones: “Spider’s
Dream” directed by Husayn Saffarzadehgan;
“Vision” directed by Siyyid Reza Safi; “Knot”
directed by Omid Hassanzadeh; “Liberty”
directed by Musa Khanzadehpour; “Lane”
directed by Sumayyeh Rezania; “Identity”
directed by Amir Husayn Najimi; “Hombre”
directed by Muhammad Reza Shayannejad,;
“I found the lovers” directed by Rahim’u’llah
Alizadeh; “Amorous of a Goat” directed by
Rahim’u’llah Alizadeh; “Wheel” directed
by Aryan Vazirdaftari; “Life” directed by
Qasem Shishehgari; “Bubble” directed by
Mehdi Muallef;, “Treasure” directed by
Husayn Rabi’ee; “Past” directed by Fatemeh
Mashhadi Mehdi; “Father” directed by Siyyid
Muhammad Reza Kheradmandan; “The
Iranian Children” directed by Sanaz Bagheri;
“Steadfastness” directed by Muhammad
Bayat; “Infinitely Positive” directed by
Muhammad Vahid Abedini; “Sweet Life”
directed by Ali Yekta; “Malekiyeh™ directed
by Muhammad Bagher Shahin Vernosafadrati;
“Being of the species of neighbor” directed by
Jamil Amel Sadeghi; “War Cannon” directed
by Saeed Madadi Mahani; “Beseiged Paveh”
directed by HamidReza Bakhtiari; “The Fifth
Season” directed by Mahmoud Azadnia and
some other ones. The important fact about the
ninth course of 100-Second Film Festival is the
participation of some interested people from
other provinces; most of them were the youth

not older than 25 years of age.

@ “From Idea to Production” Meeting
On the very first day of the Film-100

Festival and on the margin of the Festival,

there was a film workshop attended by

Mujtaba Raei. In this meeting, “From Idea to

Production” topic was discussed in presence of
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The 100-Second Film Festival was
received gladly by lots of interested
peopleinthemainvenueofperformance
of the films, i.e. Azadi Cinema.
Considering that, we proceeded to
talk to some of the interested people to
know what their opinions are about the
100-Second Film Festival. You may
read some comments as follows:
Minimalism Period

One of the participants in this round of
the Festival, an art student, said, “The
world is fast advancing towards the
minimalism and we will witness a time
when the festivals and the short films
will enjoy the priority in the field of
film-making. Therefore, such festivals
should be perpetual so that the talented
youth in this field may be discovered;
such youth may even take part in the
short film festival.

The impression of short film

Another young artists participating
in the festival observed, “Any artistic
and cinematic production which is
created with more rapidity and within

shorter period of time will have more
impression on the addressee; since this
trend has some effects on the thought
of the director and leads him or her
towards scrutiny and precision in
conveying the message.”

Brevity in Narration in the Film

A young lady, a student among the
participants in the festival, said, “As
you may know in the world of today
there is no time to be talkative and
we should advance with more velocity
towards the brevity and presenting
summarized concepts. The idea
specified to be presented in the film
messages within the shortest possible
duration of time in the festival, was
very fine; since the meaning of brevity
may be, in this manner, inspired to the
audience.”

Segregation of Various Genres
Another interested person who had
come to Azadi Cinema to watch the
films said, “One of the concerns of the
young film-makers is segregating the
various genres in short films. Various
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genres such as clip art, annonce,
promotional films, etc., should be
segregated in the short film festivals,
since each of them has a different arena
in the field of film-making.”

Acuteness of film-makers

Another one among the participants in
the festival said, “Some works made an
effort to demonstrate the values of the
holy defense; to work on this type of
the themes, however, great care should
be taken and beware lest a not so
strong work is considered as treating
with insolence the high rank of the
martyrs and those who sacrificed in
the imposed war.”

The Frontier of Ten Years of Age
There is no doubt that this festival
has lots to say. Of course, as it is
approaching the frontier of its ten
years of age, more attention should be
paid to it. As you absolutely are aware,
it is being held in the provinces just this
year after nine years of its beginning,
while it should have been performed
those early years of its existence.”




